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Moreover, while the artillery of the decisive attack
thus enters upon the stage, all the other batteries
taking part in the original preparatory attack increase
at the same time their fire along the whole line.

EXECUTION : INFANTRY

During the general preparation for battle, which has
lasted for the greater part of the day, infantry troops
designed to carry out the'decisive attack have assembled
facing the objective, utilising to this end all the ways
of access on the ground. They have halted behind the
cover nearest to the enemy, sheltered, protected by the
preparation-troops. They must also be kept there free
from the strain of combat; they must be distributed
facing the zone of ground they will have to cover in
order to reach their objective, in a condensed disposi-
tion which should enable them to take without difficulty
the formation and echeloning prescribed in view of the
attack. The mass should, of course, be protected by
scouting and covered in all dangerous directions.

The moment has come to act. Artillery is shaking
the enemy's resistance; infantry must now overthrow
him. In order to decide the enemy to retreat, ^ve must
advance upon him; in order to conquer the position, to
take the enemy's place, one must go to where he is.
The most powerful fire does not secure that result.
Here begins more particularly the action of infantry
masses. They march straight onxto, the goal, each
aiming at its own objective, speeding up their pace in
proportion as they come nearer, preceded by violent
fire, using also the bayonet, so as to close on the enemy,
to be the first to assault the position, to throw them-
selves in the midst of the enemy ranks and finish the
contest by means of cold steel and superior courage
and will. Artillery contributes to that result with all its
power while following, supporting, covering the attack.

How shall these infantry masses act ?

The formation to be taken obviously varies according
to the ground and to the distance at which the infantry
is unmasked. It is in any case determined by the
general considerations ruling all infantry action, the
value of which is accentuated when a decisive attack